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ABSTRACT

The current research aims to identifying the most important social and economic factors that affect the
expenditure of different types of red meat (camel meat, cattle, sheep and goats) using descriptive and
quantitative analysis methods such as arithmetic averages, percentages, simple and multiple regression
methods in both linear and nonlinear forms. Correlation of matrix, one-way, two-way analysis of variance and
the use of multiple comparisons such as Tukey,T. Test , F. Test and Dummy Variables. The lack of data on
the expenditure of the households of Al-Ahsa governorate on red meat of various types from the recent
statistical records led to the attempt to collect data by designing a questionnaire prepared specifically for this
purpose, which was collected by a random sample of (410) individual representing the families of Al-Ahsa
Governorate in the Kingdom.

A study of the effect of social and economic characteristics on the pattern of consumption of red meat for
the households of the sample showed that there is a difference in the mean monthly household expenditure,
whether on the red meat or any of the types studied between the urban and the rural on the one hand, as well
as between Saudis and non-Saudis on the other hand. The increase in household expenditure on red meat and
its various types is also evident by increasing the size of the family, but it is decreasing in the latter category
(more than 10 people). Which is consistent with economic logic in terms of the Economies of Scale. The
results of the statistical estimation of the expenditure functions indicated that the most important independent
variables affecting the spenders of the family on the red meat of different kinds per month are: monthly
household income, family size, educational level of the head of household, residence area, type of residence,
nationality of head of household And the presence of domestic or driver labor, Where the regression
coefficients of these variables were significant and their signs were consistent with the economic logic. The
expenditure elasticity reached 0.43 for cow meat, while lowest value was on sheep and goats meat by 0.26.
Which indicates that they are necessary goods for the consumer and this is consistent with the economic
logic.

Key wards: Red Meat, Family Budget, Expenditure Elasticity, Marginal propensity to expend,
Expenditure Functions, Food Expenditure.
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