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Abstract

Fish processing in Egypt, particularly the making of Herring (Renga) and Foul (Feseekh), is of
significant importance to the Egyptian citizen. On the processing side of both of Herring and Foul, it is a
profession that has been inherited over the years through the early pioneers of this industry and simply is
considered as part of the Egyptian culture. On the consumption side, Egyptians cannot simply do without
consuming both of these two products almost all year round, and particularly in certain seasons such as
Sham EI-Nesseem. Consequently, this study aims at shedding the light on this industry to identify its
features and indicators as a prominent economic activity that needs assessment of its viability and
profitability.

The study relied on the use of primary data through eliciting a representative sample of some of the
fish processing factories in Kafr EI-Shaish Governorate. The total number of these factories is estimated
at 83 totals in the Governorate. Some of the study results are as follows: (1) Renga is made from Herring
which is a type of fish imported from Norway, Holland, or Denmark. (2) For Foul, 50% of fish
processing owners have experience that exceeds 20 years. For Herring, 75% of fish processing factories
possess experience of over 20 years. (3) Average numbers of permanent and temporary laborers involved
in Foul processing are estimated at 5 and 4.2 laborers per factory, respectively. The corresponding
numbers in case of Herring processing factories are 13 and 8 laborers per factory, respectively. (4) More
than 83% of Foul processing factories do not obtain loans, whereas about 50% of the Herring-factory
owners go for loans due to the relative need for large investments in these factories. (5) Raw fish used in
the processing of both of Foul and Herring constitutes 81% and 88% of the total industry cost,
respectively. (6) The total annual production cost per factory is estimated at 2.2 and 7 million Pounds for
Foul and Herring, respectively. Labor costs, on the other hand, are estimated at 2.2% and 2.3% of the
total production cost for Foul and Herring, respectively. And (7) the values of production per factory per
year are estimated at 2.916 million Pounds and 7.864 million Pounds for Foul and Herring, respectively.
Moreover, the study also assessed profitability of fish processing factories in case of obtaining loans and
without.

Keywords: Fish Processing, Karf-El Shaish Governorate, Herring and Foul Processing, Industry
Economic Features
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