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ABSTRACT

This study aimed at investigating the knowledge level of dates palm farmers regarding some
physiological diseases affecting quality of dates in Edko region, El-Beheira governorate. The specific
objectives were; 1- assessing the dates palm farmers' knowledge of some physiological diseases affecting date
quality (diseases symptoms and methods of protection), 2- identifying some socio-economic characteristics of
the interviewed dates palm farmers, and 3- determining some problems that face dates palm farmers
pertaining to date palm production.

The research data was collected by using elaborately questionnaire through interviewing 90 dates palm
farmers as a representative sample in Edko region. Main statistical methods used for data analysis included;
tabular presentation, means, standard deviation, percentage distribution, and frequencies.

The major finding of this study indicated the following:

1-Assesment of the level knowledge of dates palm farmers regarding some physiological diseases that
affecting dates and reduce its quality reveled that about 76% of respondents were rated either "medium"
or "low". Checking disease was one of the four most common physiological diseases that respondents
suffered from lack of their knowledge.

2- In the study of some respondents' characteristics, it was found that 65% of respondents were young and
middle age, the agricultural extension activities were not carried out by the respondents. The families,
neighbors and traders of agricultural requirements are the most important sources of knowledge about
date palms, in the same time the most common extension recommendations affecting dates quality that
respondents applied permanently were pruning and curving.

3- Regarding the marketing problems which met the studied dates palm farmers were low price of dates and
lack of availability of marketing information. The problems related to the cultivation of dates palm were
absence of agricultural extension, and high cost of post-harvest treatments.
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