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Attitudes of Farmer's Leaders towards the Use of Some
Modern Communication Means in Agricultural Extension
Work in El-Beheira Governorate

Maha E. Harhash
Department of Agri. Economics, Extension and Rural. Development, Faculty of Agriculture,
Damanhour University, El-Beheira, Egypt.

ABSTRACT

This research aims mainly to identify the nature of the attitudes of farmer's leaders towards the use of
some modern communication means in agricultural extension work in El-Beheira governorate. Five districts
were selected in a simple random way. From each district it was selected two villages randomly too, the
villages were: Meniat Bani Mousa and Alkhazzan from Damanhour district, Meherz and Eimada from Hosh
Issa district, Tebah and Abu Masoud from Delengat district, Ma'ania and Kafremsaeed from Itai Elbaroud
district, and Alnejilah and Eltood from Koom Hamada district. So, 10 villages were selected as a research area,
each of them has an agricultural cooperative association. Data were collected by using a personal interview
questionnaire during July and August 2018 with the members of the boards of directors of an agricultural
cooperative association, as selected leaders of the farmers of the villages. The number of respondents was 50%
representing 5.2% of all members of the agricultural associations in the five districts selected. Data were
collected from 48 respondents and two forms were excluded for their incomplete data. Frequencies tables,
simple correlation coefficient, determination factor, in addition to the stepwise analysis model were used as
statistical tools and methods to explain and interpret the results.

The most important results were as follows:

-There is a significant inverse correlation relationship between the age of respondents - as an independent
variable - and the nature of their general attitudes towards the use of modern communication technology
in agricultural extension - as a dependent variable.

-There is positive correlation relationship between at the levels of significant that are statistically accepted
between six independent variables, they are: the educational level of the respondents, their interest in
agricultural extension, their exposure to agricultural information sources, their acquisition and use of
electronic means of communication, their use of mobile phones, their knowledge of the benefits of using
communication technology in extension work and between their general attitudes towards the use of
modern communication technology in the field of agricultural extension. While there is an inverse
correlation relationship between the constraints of the use of ICTs in the extension work - as an
independent variable - and the nature of their general attitudes towards the use of modern communication
technology in the field of agricultural extension.

-The eight independent variables associated with the dependent variable together collectively explain 55.1%
of the total variation in the type of the general attitudes of the respondents towards the use of modern
communication technology in the field of agricultural extension.

-Through the stepwise analysis model, four independent variables together collectively, they are: the
respondent's exposure to the sources of agricultural information, constraints of the respondent's use of
communication technology, multiple uses of the mobile phone, and the knowledge of the respondents with
the benefits of the use of communication technology, together collectively explains percentage amounted
to 53.8% of the total variation in the nature of the general attitudes of the respondents towards the use of
modern communication technology in the field of agricultural extension.

-The most important obstacles that limit the use of modern communication technology in the extension work
ranked from top to down according to the frequencies of the viewpoint of the respondents. The forefront
of them was the weakness of the equipment of the agricultural extension system, the diffused of illiteracy
among farmers, the weakness of knowledge of how to use communication technology, not having mobile
phone supports internet, and weakness of mobile phone networks.

Keywords: Attitude - Agricultural leaders - Modern means of communication - Agricultural extension
work.

ARAY



